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from which our recensions come. The text was submitted to inter- 
polations and revisions of a dogmatic character, to harmonize it with 
the teaching of a later time. Our recension of Athanasius and Zac- 
chcBus was made about 300 A. D., in the school of Lucian the Martyr 
(who, by the way, appears on p. xlvii as " Lucius " ). The Dialogue 
of Timothy and Aquila is an independent recension of the same origi- 
nal. This hypothesis is sufficiently safeguarded to make it difficult to 
contradict, but it is equally difficult to prove, or even to render highly 
probable. The editor has wisely concluded to take a more conserva- 
tive position than it seemed likely he would two years ago, and we 
cheerfully acquiesce in his judgment that, so long as we know so little 
about the contents of Papiscus and Jason, the theory he has broached 
"must remain a mere surmise" (p. lv). As a "surmise" one can 
hardly object to it very seriously. 

It is a pity that the book contains no index of the Greek words. 
There are a few misprints in the references. The language is some- 
times careless. The learned editor's jaunty way of discussing weighty 
topics will occasion mild surprise among some readers. So, for 
example, in the following passage : " In the East, when a new religion 
is founded, the descendants and kinsmen of the founder usually pre- 
side over the faithful for a few generations," etc. (p. xlii). Is the East, 
then, such a religion-factory ? J. Winthrop Platner. 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Die Briefe des Bischofs Synesius von Kyrene. Ein Beitrag 
zur Geschichte des Attizismus im IV. und V. Jahrhundert. 
Von Dr. Wilhelm Fritz, Kgl. Gymnasiallehrer in Ansbach. 
Leipzig: Druck und Verlag von B. G. Teubner, 1898. 
Pp. iv+230. M. 8. 

Under this title Dr. Fritz has published studies in the grammar 
and style of Synesius, as exhibited in his letters, which have secured to 
the African bishop his position as an Atticist. This has, indeed, been 
accorded him heretofore, but only on a traditional, not a scientific, 
basis. The author hopes to follow these studies with a new edition of 
the letters of Synesius. 

The short introduction makes us acquainted, in a concise but satis- 
fying manner, with the life and times of Synesius. The book is divided 
into three chapters: chap. 1, text and manuscripts; chap. 2, the 
language of Synesius, (1) etymology, un- Attic forms, (a) the noun, (i) 
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the verb ; (2) syntax, (a) the noun, (6) the verb, (c) negatives, (</) 
sentence formation, (e) prepositions, (/) particles ; and an excursus on the 
hiatus ; chap. 3, special passages. 

There have been five printed editions of the letters, the last of which 
edited by Rudolph Herscher, appeared in 1873 and was accompanied 
by a critical apparatus. This apparatus was, however, meager and 
defective. For his work Dr. Fritz has used three manuscripts, viz., 
Parisinus 1039, Monacensis 490, and Monacensis 481, which he describes 
somewhat at length, laying most weight on the first. Living in 
troublous times at the end of the fourth and the beginning of the fifth 
century A. D., Synesius yet found time and desire to cultivate a fine 
Greek style, and succeeded to such an extent that he has not only been 
imitated by stylists since, but is the last author considered in the his- 
tory of Atticism. Some of the letters, which were evidently intended 
to be handed about among friends, are written with more care than 
others of a more private character, and yet in all the noivrj shines 
through, and those tendencies to which even the strictest Atticism could 
not set bounds, and which have resulted in the Greek of today, may 
here be recognized. Among such tendencies are : in the realm of the 
verb, confusion of the aorist and perfect, the imperfect as the universal 
preterite, the perfect for the present, the pluperfect for the imperfect, 
and increased use of the periphrastic forms both in the indicative and 
in the dependent moods ; in the realm of prepositions, the increasing 
frequency of certain ones which absorb the functions of others, which 
latter finally disappear from use. 

In these studies Dr. Fritz has added a stone to that perfect under- 
standing of the Greek language which all students of that beautiful 
tongue are striving together to build. Hamilton Ford Allen. 

Leipzig, 

Germany. 

Kynewulf, der Bischof und Dichter; Untersuchungen iiber 
seine Werke und sein Leben. Von Dr. Moritz Trautmann, 
ord. Professor an der Universitat Bonn. Bonn: P. Han- 
stein's Verlag, 1898. (Heft I of the "Bonner Beitrage zur 
Anglistik.") Pp. viii+123. M. 3.60. 

Professor Trautmann's study of Kynewulf treats four topics: the 
works of Kynewulf, the interpretation of the passages containing the runes 
that spell the author's name, Kynewulf's language, and Kynewulf's life. 
Under each head is a clear statement of the work and conclusions of 
previous investigators, followed by the author's opinions and his reasons 



